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brought this up with me every single time we’ve
met, so he’s been on the job on this issue. And
our teams have been working together. It ap-
pears that there may be ways to deal with this
bilaterally, but also potentially multilaterally.

The Provincial governments in Canada, my
understanding is, are not signatories to the
WTO government procurement agreements
that would have preempted any of these “Buy
America” agreements. That might be one solu-
tion. But in addition, we’re pursuing, on a bilat-
eral track, efforts to make sure that these sourc-
es of tension diminish.

But I do want to keep things in perspective.
U.S.-Canadian trade continues to be robust.
Canada continues to be a huge trading partner
to the United States. Businesses in the United
States and Canada both benefit from that trade,
as do consumers. There is no prospect of any
budding trade wars between our two countries.
These are legitimate issues that have to be con-
cerned—have to be raised, but I think it’s im-
portant to understand that on the scale of our
overall trading relationship, these aren’t
the—these shouldn’t be considered the domi-
nant element of our economic relationship.

Prime Minister Harper. Eric, first of all, on
Afghanistan, I think it’s important to rephrase
your question, which is, Canada is not leaving
Afghanistan; Canada will be transitioning from
a predominantly military mission to a mission
that will be a civilian humanitarian develop-
ment mission after 2011. That transition is al-
ready in place.

As you know, Canada has had a very robust
engagement for some time. We’ve actually, over
the course of the last 3 or 4 years, as a conse-
quence of that, increased our troop levels. I
think you said—you heard what I said earlier,
that what’s essential is that whatever we in

NATO and our U.N. allies are doing, that we
make sure that eventually this country can stand
on its own two feet, particularly on the security
side, where they have their primary responsibil-
ity, so we can help more and more on the devel-
opment and humanitarian side.

On “Buy America,” we, obviously, had the
discussions the President indicated. We have
negotiators who are looking at a range of op-
tions. We talked about some of those today, and
we’ll be giving more detailed direction to them
in terms of the kinds of options they should look
at.

As you know, I agree with the President’s as-
sessment. We shouldn’t lose the forest for the
trees. These are important irritants; they are
having some real impacts. But they are relative-
ly small compared to the overall scale of Cana-
dian-American trade. But I would emphasize
that it is critical at a time where we’re trying to
see a recovery in the global economy, where
forces of protectionism are a very significant
threat, that we continue to demonstrate to the
world that Canada and the United States can
manage trade relations in a way that’s extremely
positive and a model for other countries.

[Prime Minister Harper spoke in French, and
no translation was provided.]

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:49 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal,
USA, commander, NATO International Securi-
ty Assistance Force, Afghanistan. Prime Minis-
ter Harper referred to Minister of Natural Re-
sources Lisa Raitt of Canada; and U.S. Secre-
tary of Energy Steven Chu.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Stephen
Harper of Canada on Accelerating Economic Recovery and Job Creation
September 16, 2009

President Barack Obama and Prime Minister
Stephen Harper today discussed common ap-
proaches to accelerating economic recovery, in
North America and globally.

Unprecedented fiscal stimulus in both coun-
tries has helped to stabilize demand and avert
deeper levels of economic contraction and job
loss, but it is important to remain vigilant. They
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agreed to work with other countries at the up-
coming Pittsburgh Summit to lay the founda-
tion for balanced and sustainable growth and
to further the reform of financial regulations
and international institutions to reflect the re-
alities of the global economy.

The Leaders agreed that economic integra-
tion is a fundamental source of strength for
both economies, that open trade and invest-
ment are essential for competitiveness and
sustainable growth in North America and
globally.

They expressed satisfaction with the pro-
ductive ministerial dialogue put in place since
the President’s visit to Ottawa in February on
promoting a secure and efficient border, to
contribute equally to North American security
and prosperity.

Progress on Clean Energy 

The Prime Minister and the President re-
viewed progress to date on the U.S.-Canada
Clean Energy Dialogue launched during Pres-
ident Obama’s visit to Ottawa. They agreed
that the report to leaders presented by minis-
ters (see attached Annex) represents an impor-
tant path forward for pursuing our shared ob-
jectives of environmental protection and se-
cure energy supply in a balanced and effective
manner.

With respect to climate change, they reaf-
firmed that given the high degree of integra-
tion between the Canadian and U.S. econo-

mies and energy markets, they should cooper-
ate closely as they develop their respective ap-
proaches. They reiterated the urgency of
taking aggressive action to combat climate
change and reaffirmed their commitment to-
wards a comprehensive and effective interna-
tional agreement that puts the world on a
clean energy pathway.

Cooperation on International Security Chal-
lenges

The Leaders reviewed developments on a
number of shared foreign policy priorities, in-
cluding Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Middle
East Peace, and the Americas.

In particular, they reiterated their shared
commitment to helping the Afghan govern-
ment prevent Afghanistan from again becom-
ing a base for terrorism and they restated U.S.
and Canadian support for the peaceful restora-
tion of democratic and constitutional order in
Honduras and called on all parties to accept
the San Jose Accord.

The Leaders agreed to work closely togeth-
er in the coming months on the critical issue of
nuclear security and non-proliferation, partic-
ularly in promoting concrete outcomes at the
Nuclear Security Summit in Washington in
April.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at an Olympic, Paralympic, and Youth Sport Event
September 16, 2009

Thank you, everybody. Thank you. It is true
that I always wanted to fence—[laugh-
ter]—and I thought that would be cool. So I
might get a couple tips from you guys. [Laugh-
ter] Now you see one of the reasons that I love
Chicago so much: It’s the city where I met the
woman I love.

Sixteen days away—we are just 16 days
away from the deciding vote on which world
city will host the 2016 Olympic and Paralym-
pic Games, so let’s get right down to business
here. The United States is eager to welcome

the world to our shores. This Nation would be
honored to host the 2016 Olympic and Para-
lympic Games and to serve as host to thou-
sands of athletes and millions of visitors from
around the world. And within this great coun-
try of ours, there is no better city than thatm
than Chicago, Illinois.

Now, I may live in Washington these days. I
love Washington, DC. And our house here is a
little bigger than the one we got in Chicago.
[Laughter] But I’ve called Chicago home for
nearly 25 years. It’s a city of broad shoulders
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